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The Venue of Transformation

Philemon 8-21

I. .  Matt. 15:1-20. (Mk.7:1-11). Their heart is far from me. Gal.2:14
A. The Lord wants hearts that are close to him. 

A.1. Not just traditions that look good to other religious people.
A.2. Heart (Lev, kardia) = the entire inner person, intellect, emotion, will
A.3. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…

B. The Lord   gives   new hearts to his people in the New Covenant.
B.1. Being born again, regenerated, new life. Jer.31:31ff, Ez.36:26

C. The Lord exercises the new hearts: Spiritual Formation/Spiritual Direction
C.1. Spiritual growth is not external conformity to religious tradition; it is internal 
transformation—A new heart resulting in new intuitions and knowledge about what is right and 
good, ultimate, eternal. 

II. What is the venue in which spiritual growth and spiritual direction take place? Philemon shows it.
A. Spiritual direction and growth in the context of real life.
B. The dilemma was real and the feelings were strong—that’s why Paul had to write the letter and in 
such a diplomatic and persuasive way.

III. Five characteristics of a Transformative Holy Spirit Community, illustrated in Philemon:
A. A Serving leadership that stays on task. 8-10. 1 Pet.5:1-5  (Matt.20:20ff)

A.1. Focused: Gospel Centered. Spiritual leadership persists in the gospel reality.
A.1.a) Turning people to the Lordship and grace of Christ.
A.1.b) Teaching the Gospel through the entire Bible.
A.1.c) Trusting people to the Spirit.

(A.1.c.1) trying to facilitate the Spirit’s work in other’s lives.
A.2. Humble: I Paul, the aged, and in prison. (Matt.20:20-28)

A.2.a) Appealing in love rather than coercion.
A.3. Directive: Spiritual authority. 1 Thess.5:12-13; Heb.13:17

A.3.a) Paul does mention that he has authority.

B. A Regenerate community that loves in practice. 2, 4-6. and the church in your house
B.1. Regenerate = born again = not just a club for itself.

B.1.a) Love and faith are evident, a work of the Spirit. 4-6
B.2. We are not the product of our own thinking, but of our peer group.

B.2.a) You will end up taking seriously what others around you think, even if at first you
think you won’t do this.

B.3. Love is not a sentiment, it is a practice, a skill that grows in community.
B.3.a) As with all skills, it grows under pressure. We get stretched into it, praying 
forward into it.



C. A Stressful situation that requires a response. 8-9,17 If he has wronged you in any way…
C.1. Until we are hurt, offended, or grieved, we don’t know how many impurities are in our 
“faith.”  1 Peter 1:6-7; Jas.1:2-4

C.1.a) Refined by fire: The gold is there, but has a lot of other stuff in it besides deep 
love for and confidence in Christ.

C.2. Until our natural response and our Christian response are two different things we do not 
know if we really love the Lord as much as we think we do. Gen.22. Isaac.

D. A Gentle pressure in the right direction. 17
D.1. The pressure is toward Christlikeness. Gal.5:22-26

D.1.a) Toward repentance (Onesimus) and forgiveness (Philemon) and intercession 
(Paul).

D.2. The pressure is gentle.
D.2.a) Because the Spirit is at work in people’s lives, not primarily us. This takes 
patience and persistence.

D.3. The pressure is relational.
D.3.a) Paul does not pull rank, but appeals as a brother.

D.4. But the pressure is also real.
D.4.a) If you insist on calling yourself a Christian while living in unrepentant and 
continual sin, you will leave the fellowship.

E. A Gracious space to grow in wisdom.14 Not without your consent
E.1. Grace sometimes translates into space—just not being micro-managed. 

E.1.a) This balances the fellowship pressure to live in the Lord.
E.2. It requires three things:

E.2.a) Patience/waiting on the Lord. We prefer immediate results
E.2.b) Providence/ Trusting that the Lord is at work. We prefer strategy.
E.2.c) Pain/ God knowing that the Lord uses trauma and pain in our lives.

IV. All this is possible because the Lord actually did give us new hearts, new “selves.” . The gospel is 
that Jesus Messiah lived the live we should have lived, died the death we should have died, gives us new 
hearts and perpetual grace. WOW! What’s not to like about that?
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