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I. Jesus taught that faith is often a struggle, and that prayer is often hard. Lk.18:1-9
A. The struggle in faith and prayer is as old as the fall of humanity.
B. Will the Lord find faith when he comes?
C. Habakkuk is a book of personal struggle, where the prophet initiates the interchange with God that 

results in the prophecy to the nation.
II. What about Habakkuk? Back in the late 60’s Chuck Swindoll took an informal survey of folks about 

Habakkuk. Q, Habakkuk survey.
A. The Author: Habakkuk himself.

1. Not much is known except what can be seen from his writing.
a) He is well educated, articulate, poetic, morally sensitive, spiritual, loyal to YHWH. 
b) He is in touch with the inner workings and evil of his world.
c) Possibly a musician in the temple or court. (3:19) (NIVAC)

B. The Background for Habakkuk: End of 7th Century BC (640-609 BC)
1. Josiah’s good reign.  640-609 BC (31 good years)

a) Three important spiritual events happened in this period:
(1) Reformation was begun.  (2 Kings 22; 2Chron.34)

(a) Josiah was one of the few good kings in Jerusalem following Solomon.
(2) Book of the Law was discovered in the Temple (2 Kings 22; 2Chron. 34)
(3) Four writing prophets (Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah) begin as a group almost 

“on cue” to sound the loud and clear 11th hour warning of Judah’s imminent demise 
because of her sins over the last 300 plus years (death of Solomon in 931 - fall of 
Jerusalem in 586 = 345 years)

2. Judah’s dire straits. Josiah died in battle at Megiddo 609
a) Spiritual Apostasy. The reforms were not deep in the hearts of the leaders of Judah.

(1) The nation quickly reverted back to its rebellion under Jehioakim. The reforms faded. The 
elites (shepherds) were debauched.

(2) Religion was at best syncretistic blend of true faith with pagan superstition left over from 
Manasseh (Jehioakim’s grandfather)

b) International Unrest.  
(1) Babylon (Chaldea) was on the rise, destroying Assyria, overcoming Egypt, threatening 

Judah/Jerusalem.
C. The Oracle.  1:1. (Hebrew massa = divine utterance)

1. Unique because it is a human initiated   prayer argument  .
a) Not a “word to the nation” per se, but an overheard argument between Habakkuk and God 

about the nation and history.



III. Habakkuk’s first complaint and God’s answer.
A. Chapter 1:1-2:3. Habakkuk sees the darkness of his world and questions God.

1. How long Oh Lord, are you going to tolerate evil! 1:1-4
a) Jehoiakim’s reign was greedy and idolatrous. Jer.22:13-19. He had one prophet killed, burned 

Jeremiah’s scroll, opposed any prophecy that 
b) Things are not the way they should be and God should be doing something about it.

2. I’m right here, doing more than you can believe.  1:5-11
a) You want judgment? I’ll show you judgment …
b) But it’s on a broader scale than you imagined. I’m interested in the whole world, not just 

your country. And ultimate justice, not just your situation.
3. What!?  How can you do that?    They’re worse than we are!   1:12-17

a) Very honest response, quite intense. 
4. I’ll look  to see what the Lord says. 2:1

a) Waiting in a receptive place, really wanting to know God’s will.
b) But with a willingness to believe God’s word.

5. OK, Habakkuk, Write this down … 2:2-3
a) But realize you will have to wait for the work to be accomplished
b) If it seems slow … wait for it …

IV. Four counterintuitive things to do when life seems dark.
A. Pray honestly. (really honest prayer is counterintuitive) 1:2-4; 12-17

1. Helplessness and desperation are motivators to honest prayer.
a) We really pray about things we feel are out of our control.
b) Which means that for a good prayer life, something must feel out of your control.

2. But when you complain (lament) complain to God personally. .
a) It does not occur to Habakkuk that he should stop trusting or talking to God. But he is very 

frustrated and confused.
3. Acting pious and spiritual instead of persisting in prayer is one of the biggest mistakes people 

make.
B. Stand your watch. (we want to bolt) 2:1

1. Don’t leave your post. Don’t let your struggle drive you into disobedience and self-medication 
through sin. 

2. Keep doing what you know is right, seeking the kingdom, even in the dark. 
C. Embrace the wait. (we see no value in waiting, either for us or the situation) 2:2:3

1. We’re not waiting on the Lord until he’s the only one that can do the thing, and it seems he’s late 
…

2. Hoping, waiting, is the norm in this life. 
3. You will never have a time win which you are not waiting for something important to you. This is 

God’s way in this age.
D. Trust God’s word over your perceptions. (This is extremely difficult for us) 1:5. Acts 13:41; 2 Cor.5:7

1. That is—don’t believe your un-aided interpretation of what you see.
a) This is utterly counterintuitive because we trust our reasoning more that we trust God’s Word.
b) God’s word must give insight to our eyesight. 2 Cor.5:7
c) If life may be interpreted in more than one way, then the Lord’s interpretation is the right one. 

(1) If you’re not sure what a painting means, ask the Artist. 
2. The Cross is the ultimate example of not just believing your eyes. 

a) The Lord insists that he is at work, especially when we think he’s not.
V. All of which means that we must trust the risen Lordship of Christ in the New Covenant. Acts 13:41/ 

Hab.1:5. God is doing something about judgment—and salvation: the Gospel!
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