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I. Jn.11:5. Jesus relied 
completely on the Father and 
Spirit to accomplish his 
ministry. He waited. What’s 
that about …?

II. Chapter 1:1-2:3. Habakkuk 
sees the darkness of his world 
and questions God.

A. How long Oh Lord, are you going to tolerate evil! 1:1-4
1. Jehoiakim’s reign was greedy and idolatrous. Jer.22:13-19. He had one prophet killed, burned 

Jeremiah’s scroll.
2. Things are not the way they should be and God should be doing something about it. Right?

B. I’m right here, doing more than you can believe.  1:5-11
1. I’m bringing a judgment bigger and more violent than you are looking for.
2. I’m using a means you could not imagine. Babylon: the evil nation.

C. What!?  How can you do that?    They’re worse than we are!   1:12-17
1. You are totally good! How can you ordain these evil men? Look at them:

a) They victimize innocent and helpless people.
b) They worship themselves and their own strength.

2. Just because somebody else is worse than us, does that mean we are good? Speeding?
D. I’ll look to see what the Lord says. 2:1

1. Waiting in a receptive place, really wanting to know God’s will.
2. But with a willingness to believe God’s word.
3. Just getting angry and not being willing to let the Lord speak is not wisdom. Jas.1:8. 

E. OK, Habakkuk, Write this down … 2:2-3
1. But realize you will have to wait for the work to be accomplished
2. If it seems slow … wait for it …

III. Thoughts you didn’t think 
were OK.

A. It’s OK to feel desperate and helpless. 
1. To not know what’s going on. Mystified by grief and sorrow

a) Psalm. 88. This is how we pray when we’re desperate.
2. This does not mean you have no faith—it means that you do have faith and can’t understand why 

God is doing what he’s doing. That is not faithless, but faithful wrestling with God.
B. It’s OK to fail in a good endeavor.

1. All four of these prophets (Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah) did God’s will, yet did not see
the turn they wanted in their world. It happened later. 

2. Isaiah faced the same thing. Isa.6.
C. It’s OK to trust that the Lord is doing a good thing when you can’t see it. 2 Cor.4:16-18

1. You are not a fool to trust God through thick and thin. 
D. It’s OK to have to wait.

1. This is normal for Christian life. There’s always something we’re waiting for an answer, and 
waiting for the event you’re praying for.



IV. How to wait on God. 5 
suggestions: (Commanded some
20 times in Psalms and Prophets)

A. Wait biblically:   Stay in the Word
1. The only way Habakkuk could pray this way is if he knew the Word of God, the Law. He knows 

from God’s word what He is like.
a) He hates iniquity, injustice, victimization of the innocent
b) He is pure and holy and sovereign. 12
c) The Scripture reveals this about the Lord. Ex.34:6-7

2. Do not drift from fellowship and spiritual growth
B. Wait prayerfully:   Keep talking honestly and specifically to Him.

1. Don’t stop praying!! It’s the cure for anxiety. Phil.4:6-7
2. My complaint: tokahat = an argument by which one seeks to establish what is right = Habakkuk has

made his case and is open to any answer the Lord brings.
3. Unbelievers complain about God. Believers complain to him.

C. Wait responsibly.   Stay at your post  . 2:1
1. Habakkuk took his stand at his watch post = he stayed where God put him.
2. Bolting is not waiting. But waiting creates tension we hate that. We need to learn to live with the 

tension.
D. Wait receptively:   Listen carefully.   2:1

1. Open to being corrected by God’s word? Talking more than listening?
2. Two-way communication with the Lord?

E. Wait covenantally:   Trust His Love for you.2:14. Jer.29:10-11
1. Ps.130:7. Wait on the Lord = Hope in the Lord = look forward to His good work.. Hope: yachal, a

synonym of “wait.” 
2. Habakkuk addresses the Lord as YHWH—the covenant name. Trusting God’s faithfulness to Israel.
3. We address God as Father—the New Covenant Name for God in Christ. Your Father Loves you.
4. The Lord will restore, rebuild, resurrect this world. 

V. Because Christ Jesus waited 
on the Cross and got a NO 
answer, you and I can wait in 
our circumstances to receive 
an eternal YES. No matter 
what happens here, our future
in Christ is secure.
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