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I. Matt.10:26-32. Jesus’ instructions on living in a dark world.
A. Have no fear of them …

1. Do not be intimidated by those who reject Christ, by the evil in the world.
2. Don’t be confused about being a minority. (16-25)

B. Do have fear of Him …
1. God intends to judge body and soul in hell? Yes.
2. Because God is love—but love must be holy or it is not pure love.

C. Have no fear at all …?
1. Because in Christ you are known and safe. God’s intention to judge all evil, coupled with his pure 

love in absorbing his own wrath for evil at the cross, means you are utterly safe from all real eternal
harm no matter what happens in this age. 

2. Fear of God in the right way produces fearlessness in other ways. 
3. Running to God in Christ is the safest thing. Running from him, the worst.

D. So, it’s not whether you fear, but who, that brings ultimate peace.
E. Habakkuk? He makes this same journey from confusion through fear to faith.

II. Habakkuk grows from Faithful Confusion through Fearful Clarity to Final Peace. 
A. He starts with Faithful Confusion. 1:1-2:3.

1. How come you wait this long to remove evil?! 1:1-4
a) Things are not the way they should be and God should be doing something about it.
b) God: I intend to use greater evil to judge this evil.  1:5-11

2. How can you use evil to judge evil?! 1:12-17
a) You are totally good! How can you ordain evil to judge evil? 
b) I’ll wait for an answer …2:2

3. This is faithful confusion. Habakkuk is talking to God, not about him.
B. He proceeds to Fearful Clarity. 2:2-20

1. Write this down. 2-3
a) Make it plain so that people can read and understand it. 1
b) Be patient about how I bring it about. 3

2. I completely understand the character of evil. 4-5
a) He (Babylon) has a swollen Self. 
b) But those who trust Me will be righteous. 4
c) And Babylon’s drunken self-confidence will be his undoing. 5

3. Nobody will get away with anything. 6-19
a) Judgment is inevitable precisely because God’s love is Holy.
b) Woe to those who do evil…

4. I’m here and know exactly what I’m doing. v20
a) The Lord is in his holy temple: the place where God meets man = his immanence, his presence 

in his world
5. Habakkuk comes to the silence of worship.

a) Because sometimes words fail … at least for a time.



III. He arrives at Final Peace. A Prophetic Psalm with four movements.
A. I am terrified by your work. 1-2

1. I have heard of you and your work I do fear.
a) In awe of your deeds (NIV)

B. I am shocked at your judgment.  An extended theophany/vision  3-15
1. God (Eloah) the Holy One, explodes onto the scene. 3-7

a) Incredibly bright light, even in veiled form. 3-4
b) Judgment in view (plague and pestilence)

(1) Measuring the earth, scattering the mountains, shaking the world (Cushan/Midian)
c) These were all code words to point to the Exodus event.

2. You, YHWH, came in violent destruction. 8-15 Shift to 2nd person—You …
a) Almost unbelievable violence. 

(1) Splitting the earth.
(2) Horses and war chariots tearing through the armies.
(3) Speeding arrows and spears flashing in the sun.
(4) Crushing heads, gutting enemies, arrows through the heads of the would-be killers

b) But it is a violent rescue. 8, 13 
(1) Chariot of salvation (yesha) rescue. 8
(2) You went out to save. 13

C. I am stunned and undone. 16
1. Stunned, but relieved that God is so terribly trustworthy.

a) Like Isaiah, completely undone—in order to be re-done.
2. I will wait quietly for your judgment on evil.

D. But I trust you completely. 17-19
1. Even in the face of complete collapse. 
2. Confusion has become confidence, even though the answers have not been what Habakkuk 

wanted.



IV. The shape of growing faith. 5 Characteristics.
A. It is always in need of something. I will quietly wait. 16

1. Doesn’t have what it’s praying for yet, but keeps trusting. 16
2. Being in need and persisting in prayer is one of the sure signs of real faith and relationship with the 

Lord.
3. The nature of faith is that it doesn’t yet physically see what it is praying for and trusting God for. 

Once the thing is in hand, it’s not faith any more—it’s sight. (2 Cor.5:7)

B. It rejoices simultaneously with sorrow. 17-18
1. Sorrow and rejoicing coexist in the mature Christian. This sort of rejoicing is not a result of 

circumstantial happiness, but of stress that prompts prayer. Jas. 1:1-4
a) Doesn’t rejoice simply in the absence of sorrow, but in the presence of sorrow.
b) True faith is not an anesthetic for all pain or sorrow.

2. Rejoicing is not always feeling happy, but knowing that God is at work and will complete his 
kingdom. Which is why Jesus said to seek that kingdom as the ultimate reality and that what we 
need here will be given.

C. It maintains a good memory for God’s previous faithfulness. 3-15
1. Habakkuk’s vision is a combination of events that had already happened to and in Israel in the past.

(Exodus, Joshua 10, etc.)
2. This is why we take communion all the time, to remember what the Lord has done as a down 

payment on what he will do—resurrection. 
3. When was the last time you sat and deliberately remembered all the answers to prayer you have 

seen? All the times that the Lord has taken care of you?

D. It finds strength in God rather than simply from God. 19 
1. God’s Sovereignty and Providence are highlighted in Habakkuk’s faith. 

a) God the Lord (YHWH Adonai), NIV Sovereign Lord) is my strength.
2. Both sorts of strength are wonderful, but there is a difference. 

a) Strength in God is God’s strength as we trust his providence and sovereignty. 
Matt.10:29-31
(1) 2 Cor.12:9-10. “My Strength is sufficient for you.”
(2) The key here is our inability to do anything and need to trust his sovereignty.

b) Strength from God is a grace He gives us when we need to do something. 
(1) Phil.4:13. I can do anything He wants through Him who strengthens me.
(2) The key here is our doing something and trusting His strength to do it.

3. This is what gives it a sure footing in a dangerous world.
a) Deer standing in high ground, but above the dangerous lowlands. 
b) Is the deer safe? Yes, but the cliffs are still high and it is scary to look down.

E. It relies on eternal mercy in a world under judgment. 3:2 (Gal.1:4)
1. God did remember mercy in wrath … and his new resurrected world will be perfect.
2. Only one place where wrath/justice meets grace/mercy—the Cross of Christ. Rom.3:21-28
3. Which is why the gospel is the only message on earth that deals with evil permanently in both 

justice and mercy. 
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