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I. The Book of Beginnings—the origins of life as we know it.
A. Genesis from geneseos, Greek for “beginning,” or “origin” from 2:4 (LXX),

II. A Book of Moses.
A. Who and When?  Mid-15th century BC

1. History says Moses, but the book itself doesn’t say.
2. The entire Pentateuch is understood as the writing of Moses by Jewish scholars.
3. Jesus accepted Moses’ authorship of Pentateuch (Mtt. 5:17-18; Jn. 5:46-7)

B. How? Basic Outline: three main sections all point to Christ.
1. Creation and Prehistory.  1-11

a) Christ is the agent of creation. Jn.1:1-5; Col.1:15-20
2. Abraham and Patriarchal History. 12-36 (38)

a) Christ is the ultimate Seed of Abraham who saves the world. Gal.3:16; 29
3. Joseph Narrative. 37-50

a) Christ is the greater Joseph, the special son sold out by his brothers, who becomes the ruler 
who saves them.

C. Why? To explain the mess we’re in and how God intends to save his world. Creation, Fall, 
Redemption, Renovation. 
1. Not to answer all questions of physics.

a) How should we interpret Gen.1 in light of physics?
2. Not to answer all questions of chronology.

a) What is the date of the creation?
3. Not to answer all questions of ancient history.

a) Where did Cain get his wife? Who were the Nephalim?
4. Not to satisfy skepticism.

a) Radical skepticism is self-defeating and a form of idolatry.
5. We need to ask the questions that God gives answers to.

III. Five “Beginnings” that help us understand God’s plan for the universe.
A. The beginning of the universe.  1:1-2:3. Jn.1:1-5

1. He created an excellent world.
a) Material life is not bad in itself, but “very good.” No Gnosticism.

B. The beginning of humanity.  1:26-31; 2:4-24.
1. He created humanity in His image to live in the material world and cultivate it in joy and 

productivity, love and unity—with God at the center, forever.
C. The beginning of sin and its effects.  Chapters 3-11.

1. Sin and Evil. Breaking Faith with God. 3:6-7
a) Replacing God’s Word with Man’s Word. 

(1) Simple departure from the expressed mind and will of God—his Word.
(2) But the results are disasterous—runaway human mind and actions.

b) Which breaks the primary relational reality of life—Love.
(1) God is love. (1 Jn.4: 8, 16)

c) And passes the virus of idolatry to us all. Rom.5:12ff
(1) The first human sin in both parents produced a fallen will in every human born since. 

Matt.7:11 (you, being evil …)



2. Death and Crime.  Cain Murders Abel. 3:19; 4:8
a) Death: We were created to live indefinitely, but sin kills us. 3:19

(1) Death is not “natural” it is supremely unnatural and abhorrent--like its cause--sin. Rom. 
6:23

b) Crime: Murder, the first human crime. (The archetypical sin against love). 4:8
(1) The first human to die was not Adam or Eve, but their second son, Abel.
(2) This becomes the history and destiny of humanity.

3. Wrath and Rescue.  The Flood. 6:5-10. 
a) Flood is the first wholesale judgment of God against human sin, but not the last. 

(1) It is a shadow of the final judgment at the end of the age.
b) Noah is the first human rescued from divine judgment. (1 Peter 3:21)

(1) Noah, grace that saves God’s people against the odds through judgment.
4. Judgment and Patience.   The Language Barrier  . 11

a) Humanity seeks to create a name for itself = an identity centered on the Self.
b) Confusing the languages delays judgment and gives time for the redemptive plan.

5. Note: Humanity is a complete failure in relationship to God and goodness.
a) As a couple (disobeying the Lord)
b) As a family (murder)
c) As a community (evil and flood)
d) As a race (Tower of Babel)
e) They simply cannot save themselves. Yet, somehow God preserves a remnant

6. What can God do? He can redeem!
D. The beginning of Redemption through human agency. 

1. The Seed of the woman. Chapters 3:15. 1-11 (against the odds and the evil. 6:5)
a) The Dragon Slayer: The coming descendent of Eve. 

2. The covenant with Abraham: chapters   12:1-3   12-36 (38). (Against the odds and the evil)
a) The covenant promises a redemptive nation—Israel.  (11:10, 27)

(1) Isaac and Rebekah; Jacob and Rachel; The 12 tribes 
b) The covenant promises a redemptive Son. Offspring that will bless.   22:15-18

(1) Offspring as the nation.
(2) Offspring as an individual man. 17

c) The covenant promises a redemptive sacrifice—fulfilled by God.   15:7-19
(1) The covenant entered unconditionally by God himself.
(2) God says he will die if this covenant fails! It did. And He Did!

3. The narrative picture of Joseph. Chapters 37, 39-50. (Against the odds and the evil)
a) The favorite son sold into slavery. Yet under God’s design becomes the Savior through 

suffering.
b) A shadow of a coming king who would be sold by his brothers in order to save them.



E. The beginning of Redemption by God’s radical Grace.
1. Grace to Adam and Eve. 3:15

a) Didn’t let them die yet. Promised a future victory. 
b) Kept them from permanent evil.

2. Grace to Cain. 4:15
a) God did not kill him.
b) Though later there would be capital punishment

3. Grace through Seth. 4:25
a) Founder of a godly line
b) Keeping that line alive against the odds in an evil world.

4. Grace through Noah. (6:8)
a) A provisional re-creation, a new start for humanity.  8:20-9:7.
b) Noaic covenant still in effect today. (9:1-7)

5. Grace through languages: international diversity. 11:7-9.
a) This was a judgment. 

(1) Languages divide people; nations take on a personality of their own.
b) But it was also a mercy. 

(1) This division also slows the progress of rebellion against God, which delays the judgment 
against human sin.

6. Grace to and through Abraham. 12:1-2;   15:1-19  ; 22:1-18
a) A covenant only God can keep.
b) A Seed only God could produce.
c) A plan only God could conceive—literally.

7. Grace to and through Joseph  . 50:20
a) Humanity does its worst and God still turns it around for his people. Rom.8:28

IV. How can God guarantee that evil will be turned to Good? Gen.50:20
A. Genesis is about God’s good creation, how it went evil, and how it will be saved, turned to good.
B. There is only one way to turn evil into good—the Cross of Christ where justice and mercy meet and 

produce saving grace. Hab.3:2. In Wrath remember Mercy … 
1. Acts 2:23-24. 

C. All other views of evil leave it unfinished. 
1. Un-supported (atheism has no real grounds to call anything morally evil or good because we’re just

accidents, all dying along with our universe).
2. Un-diagnosed (nothing’s really bad, evil is an illusion), 
3. Un-treated (we won’t think about that), Don’t Worry be Happy

a) Or retreat from it, pulling away from direct engagement.
4. Un-resolved (We’ll keep trying to create utopia on our own, but we never do)

D. Only Jesus says: “It Is Finished.” Which is why He said, Come to Me … Let him finish it for you 
based on his taking your blame and giving you his righteousnes
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