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Wide Awake 

2 Peter 3:1-13, part 1 

 

I. Jesus reveals better news than religion. Matt.11:27-30. 

A. Religion is heavy labor. 

B. Christ offers personal relationship with The Father 

C. The relationship means learning by interaction. 

1. Mathetes = learning by apprenticeship 

D. It’s lighter not because there is no effort, but because the Master is with you in it. 

E. There is security in the relationiship that enables us to grow through struggle. 

II. Peter reminds his friends: Keep your head in the game!  2 Peter 

A. Christ’s divine power has given us what we need. 1:3-4. 

1. His Knowledge, His Promises, His Nature, His Rescue 

B. But we must deliberately cultivate the faith. 1:5-11. 7 virtues 

1. These are character traits of Christ: Of course we want them 

C. So, be reminded of reality. 1:12-21 

1. Remember the facts of the Lordship of Christ. 12-18 

2. Remember the light of Scripture, which reveals the facts 19-21 

D. And don’t let yourself be deceived.  2:1-22 

1. There are false teachers/prophets. 1-3 

2. God judges evil people and deliveres faithful people. 4-10 

3. Look at the Christology and the morality. 11-22 

III. Now Beloved, Remember … Chapter 3:1-13.  

IV. How to keep your head in the game. 4 things to do. 

A. Embrace the fact that faith is volitional. You do make a decision here. 

1. Peter’s entire letter is about wanting to grow in faith. (1:5, 10) 

a) Make every effort to strengthen your faith. 1:5 

b) Be diligent to make sure of your walk with God. 1:10 

2. If you think that your faith functions apart from your redeemed will, you are a sitting duck for 

temptation, skepticism and failure. 

B. Wake up your healthy mind by thinking God’s thoughts. 

1. Stir up your sincere mind (NAS, ESV)  

a) Stirring up = diegeiro = wake up, arouse. 

b) Sincere = eilikrine = pure, right, good. Wholesome thinking (NIV) 

c) Mind = dianoia, thought 

d) Note that Peter assumes that these are Christians with Christian minds, but that sleepiness 

can set in on the subject of the temporary nature of this age. 

2. Get your head into the Scriptures: Old and New Testament. 2 

a) The word (rhema) of the prophets. The commands of Christ through apostles. 

b) Peter equates OT prophets and NT apostles. 

c) He sees OT and NT as one message from Christ’s perspective. Lk.24: 

3. Thinking like the Lord only happens when his Word permeates you. Jn.15:7 
  



 

C. Identify and respond to scoffing. Do not avoid thinking about it because it will infect you. 

1. Scoffing is persuasion without argumentation. (It is persuasion) 

a) Scoffing = empaigmone = ridicule by mimicry, making fun of something, especially 

something serious by characiture, exaggeration and misrepresentation. 

b) Not arguing or convincing, but pressuring through negative imagery. 

2. Scoffing is a cover for desires we don’t want to admit. 

a) Following their own epithumia 

3. Learn not to take it personally, but to respond rationally. 

a) Realize it is not a serious threat to the truth of the gospel. 

b) Be prepared to give an answer to why you believe in Christ. 

D. Let mortality and grief clarify your thinking. Number your days. (Ps.90:12) 

1. The logic in this passage is based on the fact that life in this age will end. 

2. The threat of death to yourself or a loved one is shockingly clarifying. 

3. It makes you take stock of what’s important. 

V. How can this much difficulty still be a light load? (Matt.11:27-30) 

A. The Cross! The ultimate weight of salvation is carried totally and exclusively by him. 

B. So we as apprentices are safe while we continue to learn His life. 

 

 


