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Overview of Genesis

Gen.1:1-2; Jn.1:1-5; Col.1:15-20

I. The Book of Beginnings—the root-system of humanity.
A. Genesis from geneseos, Greek for “beginning,” or “origin” from 2:4 (LXX),
B. Gen.2:4. Hebrew: toledoth = geneseos = Genesis.  LXX “this is the book of the geneseos of heaven and earth.”

II. A Book of Moses.
A. Who and When?  Mid-15th century BC

1. History says Moses, but the book itself doesn’t say.
2. The entire Pentateuch (first 5 books) is understood as the writing of Moses by Jewish scholars.
3. Jesus accepted Moses’ authorship of Pentateuch (Mtt. 5:17-18; Jn. 5:46-7)

B. How? Basic Outline: three main sections all point to Christ.
1. Creation and Prehistory.  1-11  

a) Christ is the agent of creation. Jn.1:1-5; Col.1:15-20
2. Abraham and Patriarchal History. 12-36 (38)  

a) Christ is the ultimate Seed of Abraham who saves the world. Gal.3:16; 29
3. Joseph Narrative. 37-50  

a) Christ, the special son sold out by his brothers, who becomes the ruler who saves them.
C. Why? To trace the creation, fall, and redemption themes.

1. Not to answer all questions of physics.  
a) How should we interpret Gen.1 in light of physics?

2. Not to answer all questions of chronology.  
a) What is the date of the creation?

3. Not to answer all questions of ancient history.  
a) Where did Cain get his wife?
b) Who were the Nephalim?
c) How did all the animals get on the ark?

4. Not to satisfy skepticism.  
a) Radical skepticism is self-defeating and a form of idolatry.

5. We need to ask the questions that God gives answers to.  
a) He knows what we really need to know.

III. A Book with more than we can cover in one hour.
A. We are going to fly over Genesis without landing in many places
B. And we will fly back and forth, reviewing some themes in Genesis.

IV. Four “Beginnings” that help us understand God’s plan for the universe.
A. The beginning of everything.  1:1-2:3. Jn.1:1-5

1. He created an excellent world.  
a) Material life is not bad in itself, but “very good.” No Gnosticism.
b) He will re-create an even more excellent world. Rev.21-22

2. His creation is crucial to our understanding. 3 things it teaches: Heb. 11:3, 6; Rom.1:18-19  
a) God is there and he is eternal.  

(1) If anything at all exists, something must have always existed. 
(2) That Something is either Personal or impersonal. Stuff or Mind.
(3) It makes more sense that Mind created Stuff than that Stuff created Mind.

b) There is only one God and he is a Person.  (Not polytheism or impersonal ultimate)  
(1) Polytheism is not true and neither is the Greek idea of the Impersonal Ultimate.

c) The universe is not God, but God is deeply committed to it. (Not Pantheism, Panentheism, Deism)  
(1) The universe is not God

(a) All other worldviews deify the universe in some way. We must worship something.
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(2) Yet God is deeply concerned with his world. Sustains it with his Word. Heb.1:3
(a) He is a gardener, a builder, an artist, a lover.

B. The beginning of humanity.  1:26-31; 2:4-24.
1. He created humanity to live in the material world and cultivate it in joy and productivity, love and unity—

with God at the center, forever.
a) Perfect reflection of God in material form. 

(1) Created to image God, reflect his character personally in the material world.
b) Perfect relational harmony between God and us, and among us. Love.

(1) Created in ultimate goodness, unity, love, beauty, art, creativity, productivity.
(2) Created to bless each other, male and female, marriage. 2:24.

c) Perfect relationship between humanity and the earth itself.
(1) Work was good.

C. The beginning of sin and its effects.  Chapters 3-11.
1. Sin and Evil = simple departure from the expressed mind and will of God—his Word.

a) Replacing God’s Word with Man’s Word.   
(1) God’s word (expression of his mind) sustains the universe (Heb.1:3). To tear away from that 

sustaining source is to begin to die in a dimension we cannot comprehend.
b) Which breaks the primary relational reality of life—Love.  

(1) God is love. (1 Jn.4: 8, 16)
(a) Love is at the center of ultimate reality.
(b) Jesus summed up the Law with loving God and others perfectly. Mtt.22:37-40

c) And passes the virus of idolatry to us all. Rom.5:12ff  
(1) The first human sin in both parents produced a fallen will in every human born since. Matt.7:11 

(you, being evil …)

2. Death and Crime.  3:19; 4:8
a) Death: We were created to live indefinitely, but sin kills us.  

(1) The topic of death always implies God. When people ask “why do we die” the answer is always 
theological.

(2) Death is not “natural” it is supremely unnatural and abhorrent -- like its cause -- sin. Rom. 6:23
b) Crime: Murder, the first human crime. (The archetypical sin against love)  

(1) The first human to die was not Adam or Eve, but their second son, Abel—murdered by their first 
son, Cain.

(2) This becomes the history and destiny of humanity.
3. Wrath and Rescue.  6:5-10. 

a) Flood is the first wholesale judgment of God against human sin, but not the last.    (2240s BC 
conservative estimate. BW timeline)
(1) It is a shadow of the final judgment at the end of the age.
(2) This is a lesson -- that God is patient, but unwilling to forego judgment indefinitely
(3) Note:  God ordains grief in a fallen world ... Even His own grief!

b) Noah is the first human rescue from divine judgment, but not the last. (1 Peter 3:21)  
(1) Noah, grace that saves God’s people against the odds
(2) Yet, God has promised to redeem the world through human agency. What human could do such a 

thing?
(3) This pattern of wrath and rescue presents itself through the rest of the Bible.

4. Judgment and Patience. 11  
a) Humanity seeks to create a name for itself = an identity centered on the Self apart from God.
b) Confusing the languages delays judgment and gives time for the redemptive plan to develop
c) The “one-world out from under God” is the marker of the end times—Antichrist.  It brings on the 

final judgment.
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D. Note: Humanity is a complete failure in relationship to God and goodness.  
1. As a couple (disobeying the Lord)
2. As a family (murder)
3. As a community (evil and flood)
4. As a race (Tower of Babel)
5. They simply cannot save themselves. Yet, somehow God preserves a remnant

E. What can God do? You won’t believe it!

V. The beginning of Redemption by God’s Grace.
A. God will redeem by sheer Grace (He could have just thrown us all away)

1. Grace to Adam and Eve.   3:15
a) Promised a future victory. 
b) Kept them from permanent evil.
c) Didn’t let them die yet.

2. Grace to Cain. 4:15  
a) God did not kill him.

3. Grace through Seth. 4:25  
a) Founder of a godly line
b) Keeping that line alive against the odds in an evil world.

4. Grace through Noah. (6:8)  
a) A provisional re-creation, a new start for humanity.  8:20-9:7.

5. Grace through languages: international diversity. 11:7-9.  
a) This was a judgment. 

(1) Languages divide people; nations take on a personality of their own.
b) But it was also a mercy. 

(1) This division also slows the progress of rebellion against God, which delays the judgment against 
human sin.

c) Humanity must not be “One Nation Out From Under God.”
(1) This is Antichrist’s vision and the final world order. Revelation.

6. Grace to and through Abraham. 12:1-2; 15:1-19; 22:1-18  
a) A covenant only God can keep.
b) A Seed only God could produce.
c) A plan only God could conceive—literally.

7. Grace to and through Joseph  . 50:20  
a) Humanity does its worst and God still turns it around for his people. Rom.8:28
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B. God will redeem through human agency. 
1. The Seed of the woman. Chapters 1-11   (against the odds and the evil in the world. 6:5)

a) The Dragon Slayer: The coming descendent of Eve. Gen.3:15
b) The Good Son: Seth: a godly line by grace. 4:25

(1) After the meltdown of Cain and Abel.
c) The Faithful Rescuer: Noah: found grace and was a means of salvation. 6:8

(1) Grace/favor = chen = grace, giving to someone in need. Noah wasn’t “better” than others on his 
own, but found grace from the Lord, probably because he saw himself as being in need of grace

2. The covenant with Abraham: chapters 12-36 (38).   (Against the odds and the evil in the world)
a) The covenant promises a redemptive nation—Israel.    12:1-3   (11:10, 27)  

(1) Isaac and Rebekah
(2) Jacob and Rachel
(3) The 12 tribes

b) The covenant promises a redemptive Son. Offspring that will bless the world.   22:15-18  
(1) Offspring as the nation.
(2) Offspring as an individual man. 17

(a) The gate of his enemies (ESV). Hebrew “zera” (seed) can be either singular or plural. But 
Paul says it’s singular, referring to Christ. Gal.3:16

c) The covenant promises a redemptive sacrifice—fulfilled by God.   15:7-19  
(1) The covenant entered unconditionally by God himself.
(2) God says he will die if this covenant fails! It did. And He Did!

3. The narrative picture of Joseph. Chapters 37, 39-50.   (Against the odds and the evil in the world)
a) The favorite son sold into slavery. Yet under God’s design becomes the Savior through suffering.
b) A shadow of a coming king who would be sold by his brothers and yet turn out to be the Savior.

VI. King Jesus  is All. Col.1:15-20
A. He is the ultimate fulfillment of the promises of Genesis.

1. Dragon Slayer, Good Son (Seth), Faithful Redeemer (Noah)
2. Covenant Keeper
3. Offspring of Abraham, actually sacrificed
4. Greater Joseph, sold into death and coming back as King.

B. Who became the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.
1. Taking the blame for us and fulfilling the covenant on our behalf
2. Giving us all the blessings of God’s covenant in Abraham. Gal.3:27-29

C. So that he could be our champion, king, and friend forever! 1 Jn.2:1-2
1. He is on your side and you cannot be severed from God’s love. Rom.31-39
2. Against the odds, in an evil world, when it looks dark all around.
3. Genesis 50:20. He is doing something Good.
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