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Overview of Numbers

See Jn.3:14.

I. God’s redemptive purposes:  Israel: a nation and a sign. 4 things we’ve seen:
A. Created miraculously by the Lord Himself.  Genesis 12-50 (c. 2000 BC)  

1. He created Israel out of nothing, using human failure to highlight his sovereign grace.

B. Rescued violently from Egypt.  Exodus 1-18 (c. 1500 BC)  
1. Revealing his judgment against human sin. (The plagues)
2. Revealing his grace in covenant (Passover)
3. Revealing his plan for his covenant community (Israel delivered)

C. Introduced personally to the Lord at Sinai.  Exodus 19-24  
1. Israel was to be the paradigm of the new creation, a society saved and re-shaped around the Lord 

by a covenant he enacted and created.
a) A covenant based on his promise
b) A covenant based on his faithfulness
c) A covenant based on his sacrifice
d) A covenant that shapes a whole society as a witness to the real Lord.

D. Instructed specifically in building the tabernacle.  Ex 25-40; Leviticus  
1. The tabernacle is the key to understanding how God can be with sinful people.

a) It is about the sacrifice and the mediation necessary for reconciliation with God and eternal 
life

b) It is a shadow of a coming ultimate healing of the rift between God and humanity.

II. Numbers: Carried faithfully to the Promised Land. Riches to Rags to Riches
A. Blessing and Promise. 1-10 

1. The people of God are there!   1:1-3
a) 600,000 of them. (Fulfilled prophecy to Abraham)

2. The blessing is pronounced.   6:22-27  
a) This is God’s ultimate plan for the universe.

(1) As at creation: God at the center of his temple/creation
(2) So now in a covenant people: God at the center of a people saved by Grace and 

representing him.
(3) So in the future: God in the center of his temple/new creation. Rev.21-22

3. The Cloud descends and the journey begins. 9-10  
a) Passover and anointing.
b) Onward to the Promised Land.
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B. Testing and failure. 11-25
1. Complaining about the food and the leadership. 11-12  

a) Manna was only for a time, but the people got tired of it. 11:4-7
b) Even Miriam and Aaron criticize little brother Moses

2. Hijacking God’s project.   Refusing to enter Canaan  . 13-14  
a) A major turning point, trusting the Self rather than God. 14:1-4

(1) The spies vote against God’s will. (Except Joshua and Caleb)
(2) Then they decide to go in after God told them not to.

b) The result is 38 more years in the desert.
(1) You want to rely on yourself instead of God? OK.

3. Rebelling against God’s leaders. 16-17  
a) The Korah rebellion (Levites who worked in the tabernacle)

4. Quarrelling at Meribah. 20  
a) Even Moses loses his temper. Strikes the rock.

5. Snake bit at Edom. 21:4-9  
a) This time they repent immediately and receive radical grace.
b) Jn.3:14.

6. Protected from Midian’s curses. 22-24  
a) Balak hires Balaam to curse, but God won’t allow it! 
b) 4 powerful blessings come instead of curses. 

7. Disciplined for idolatry at Moab. 25  
a) Balaam couldn’t curse Israel, but advises Balak to let the Midianite girls seduce the Israeli 

men into Baal-Peor worship (sexual) so that God would judge them. Rev.2:14; Num. 25:1-9; 
31:15; 

b) The Midianites paid dearly for this. Num. 31
C. Blessing and Promise. 26-36

1. A new beginning. 26  
a) The second census. 
b) Roughly the same number as before the discipline.

2. A new vision: Forward looking,   Done with the desert  . 27-36  
a) You will trust my grace through the offerings. 27-29
b) You will enter and take the Land and cleanse it from idolatry. 33
c) You will have a society characterized by justice and righteousness.27, 34-36

D. Good News in Numbers?  Yes! God’s grace is there in the desert. Heb.12
1. He continued to take care of them.   

a) God’s grace shows in that he kept giving manna, kept the fire and the cloud before them, kept 
his promise to bring them to the Promised Land, despite their almost continual complaining 
and rebellion.

2. He taught them and purified them. Heb.12  
a) Purging of hypocrisy (Korah and his cronies)
b) Learning to repent. (The snake bite account)
c) Taking God seriously (all the disciplines)
d) Trusting God’s faithfulness. (The manna and care of God)

3. He got them to where he promised he would. Phil.1:6  
a) They did get to the border of Canaan, just a different border
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III. It’s all about Jesus Christ.
A. He is the Rock who gives the living water. 1 Cor.10:4  

1. Struck for us, giving us life in the desert
2. The unworthy and the thirsty. Jn.4

B. He is the sacrifice who pays for the snake bite.   Jn.3:14
1. Sheer repentant faith in the Lord’s promise is the paradigm for salvation all through the Bible. 

Fulfilled in the Lord Jesus.
C. He is the ultimate Israel who is tested in the wilderness and comes through victorious. Matt.4:1-11  

1. Tempted to not trust the Father and to save himself (Israel’s temptation at Kadesh, Num.13-14).
2. Yet he quotes Deuteronomy and reverses the failure of Israel in the desert.

D. He is the high priest who blesses by grace. Num.6:22-27; Heb. Chapters 5-10.   
1. The gospel brings the Aaronic blessing to anybody who believes in the Great High Priest.
2. It is the ultimate benediction (good word); Gospel = good news. Four things:

a) He will pronounce you good and keep you safely in that goodness.
(1) Bless you and keep you

b) He will give his full attention to you and take you seriously.
(1) Make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you

c) He will look right at you and give you internal peace.
(1) Lift up his countenance on you and give you peace.

d) He will adopt you and give you his identity. His name, inheritance, destiny.
(1) I will put my name upon them and bless them.
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