
God: The Alpha and The Omega 

Revelation 1:4-8 

 

I. John 16:31-33.  The Lord encourages his men in the face of difficulty, but not based on their 

ability to “not fail.”  He alone accomplishes salvation and overcomes the world. But then he 

teaches us to live in his strength as we face the tribulations of this life. 

II. Revelation 1:1-8.  Read 

A. How can we face the tough times ahead in our lives and our world? 

B. Revelation was written into precisely this circumstance and it starts not with us but 

with God Himself. 

III. God, the real God, has to fill our screen.  Who He Is: Six Things 

A. The Eternal One: The Alpha and the Omega 

1. Alpha and Omega: The necessary being. 

B. The Present One: Who Is, and who Was, and who Is To Come. 

1. He says this twice! 4, 8 

2. Emphasis on His being here and now, in our life, all around us right now.  

Acts 17:24-28 

C. The Incarnate One: His Own Blood 

1. His Blood? Acts 20:28:  

2. He is Coming?  

3. If God says He’s coming, and then we find out it is Jesus, what does that tell 

us about Jesus? 

D. The Three-In-One.  All three persons of the Trinity are here. 

1. Why is the Trinity important?  Because the Incarnation is true.   

2. Only if God has become human can our redemption be eternal. Because His 

life is eternal (ours isn’t). 

3. Only if God has become a human can there be a redemption that does not 

depend on our works.  

4. Only because God became a human do we understand that love is at the 

center of the creation rather than just power.  1 Jn 1:8 

5. At the heart of the universe is a loving relationality – God. 

E. The Coming One: Every Eye will see Him Zech 12:10 

1. To bring judgment against all evil and sin. Tribes mourn. 

2. To rescue and vindicate the people who have trusted Him. 

3. His soon return is the orienting reality. Rescue is near. 

F. The Loving One: To Him who loves us Eph 2:4-7 

1. Grace to you and peace from … Him who loves us 

2. We are completely unaccustomed to being known that deeply and loved that 

completely. Because for us, knowing more deeply usually means loving less.  But 

for Him, it is the opposite and this is what the gospel means. 

 



IV. The counterintuitive realities of God’s Love.  Verses 5-6 (doxology). 

A. God only commands through His Grace.  V 6. Eph 2:8-10 

1.  His sacrificial Grace precedes our loyal obedience.   

2. He made us a kingdom, priests – to Him be dominion. 

3. Counterintuitive because we think the best way to increase loyalty is to be 

more demanding and threatening.   

4. This does not mean that the Lord will not demand things from us; it means 

that the grasping of his grace is crucial motivation for obeying him. Col 1:6 

5. Meditate long on the Cross and what this amazing Person has done for you 

(1:18). 

 

B. God only saves His enemies. 5b; Rom 5:8-10. 

1. He released us from our sins by His blood.   

a) Luo: loose, untie, set free. 

b) From the penalty and bondage of evil. 

2. He did this while we were not yet released, while we were enemies and 

enmeshed in our evil. 

3. Before we asked him to – which means he loved us when we hated him and 

when we were in bondage. 

4. We must admit that we don’t want him before we discover that we do.  

5. If you think you are a friend of God, but have not admitted that you are first 

an enemy, a deeply evil and self-centered person, then you cannot possibly 

understand the gospel.  

a)  Rom 2.  Moralist/ Legalist. 

6. This is a relief!!!  We don’t have to fake being good or present a puffed up 

record to Him!  We just need to drop our pride and admit who we are! 

 


