
First Love 

Revelation 2:1-7 

I. In the first chapter of Rev, John is drawn dramatically into ultimate reality – Where God fills 

the screen and Christ is all in all.  This is the over-all message of Revelation. 

A. But there is specific personal application to the churches. Ch 2-3 

 

II. The messages to the 7 churches have these 4 things in common. 

A. Circular and universal in application (Seven churches plural) 

 

B. Practical and Encouraging in form.  (encouraging includes correction) 

1. He tells them what they’re doing right and what they need to correct. 

2. He intends to evaluate those he loves.  2 Cor. 5:10 

 

C. Focused on being a real witness to the truth of Christ as Lord and God. 

1. The attaboys are all good things for gospel penetration of culture. 

2. The correctives all fix things that hinder the witness to Christ. 

 

D. Based in His loving and gracious purposes for us. 1:17 

1. These messages are bracing, but they are grounded in his unshakable love and 

grace. 

 

III. Message to the Ephesian Church. Rev 2:1-7 (Acts 19-20; Eph 4:14; 1-2 Tim) 

A. Who I Am: Him who holds the stars and walks among the lampstands. 1 

1. Actively Sovereign Lord.  They’re in his hand; he walks among them. 

 

B. What You’re Doing Right. 2-3.   

1. Good deeds and hard work (works, toil) 

a) I know your deeds = Deep insight into who you really are and how 

you tick. 

2. Perseverance and loyalty to the Lord. 

3. Decisive Discernment about false leaders. (Acts 20:29-31; Eph 4:14) 

a) Don’t put up with evil leaders.  

b) Tested and rejected false Apostles 

C. What You Have Done Wrong. Abandoned your first love. 

 

D. What will happen if this is not corrected: Lights Out 

1. Lampstand removed: no witness, no representation, no gospel franchise 

 

E. What I’m looking for: Overcomers/ Conquerors 

1. Overcoming/ Conquering: nikao = conquer, overcome. 

2. Repeated in every message.  A key element 

3. Means to remain true to the end. 12:11 

 



F. What is in store for those who hear me: New Heavens and New Earth 

1. Sharing in the Renovated Reality:  

2. Garden of God = New Heavens and New Earth 

 

IV. The first love/ love you used to have in the beginning. 

A. What it is: Love for the Lord and consequent love for others. (1 Tim. 1:5-7) 

1. Loving the Lord for who He is in himself, because he is a treasure in and of 

himself.  Real feelings for God and Christ. 

2. Loving other people because God loves us. 

3. Mtt 22:37-40.  (Deut 6:5; Lev 19:18) 

a) Supreme love for the Lord 

b) Resultant love for people around (neighbors) 

c) The two greatest commandments are connected. 

 

B. Why it is important: Because it is the essence of conversion. 

1. Because love for the Lord is the existential element in being a Christian.   

2. Because love for others is the only validating action that indicates love for the 

Lord. 1 Jn 2:7-17. 

 

C. How it gets abandoned. (abandoned, not “lost”) 

1. Something takes its place. Often something good. 

2. The human heart was created to have a desire, an affection, something to 

focus on and commit to.   

3. Desires do not just go away; they get replaced by new desires. 

4. Anything, especially a good thing, can become an idol.  

a) Augustine: Idolatry is essentially disordered loves.  

 

D. How it can be recovered. (Repent and Re-member) 

1. Not by reducing your love for other things or people, but by letting Him 

increase your love for Him. 

2. Not by “trying real hard to love God,” but by meditating on who He really is 

and what he has done for you at the Cross.  

a) His overwhelming love for you – dying for you. 

3. The love you once had has been dismembered.  Re-member it by stopping all 

the stuff and filling your mind with Him again. 

 


