
Revelation #7 

Message to Thyatira 

Revelation 2:18-29 

Idol Words 

 

I. What we have learned from Revelation Chapter 1 

A. God in Christ fills the screen of human life. 

B. He is Sovereign and Active in time and space right now:  

C. He loves and cares for his people, the lampstands/ churches. 

D. He evaluates and corrects those he loves.  2 Cor. 5:10 (Heb 12) 

II. Thyatira, the City. 

A. Wealthy: but not important or large as the other cities. 

B. Guilded: The craft guilds were crucial and each had their own gods. 

1. Lydia the purple dealer was from Thyatira.  Acts 16:14 

C. Religious: No separation between church and state. 

1. Doing business meant joining the religion of the guild. 

III. Thyatira, the message.  

A. Who is speaking:   

1. The Son of God: Deity 

2. The one with flaming eyes:  

a) Insightful and discerning of all reality esp. human thought and feeling. 

3. The one with feet like burnished bronze:  

a) Strength and Splendor (Mounce) 

B. What he affirms: Their faith evidenced in their life. 

1. Love and Faith 

2. Service and Endurance 

3. Increased effectiveness over time. 

C. What he corrects:  

1. Tolerating a false prophetess: “Jezebel” 

a) Jezebel, wife of Ahab, introduced Baal and Astarte idolatry directly 

into the capital in Northern Israel. (Ahab: 875-854 BC) 

b) 1 Kings 16:31-34; 21:25-26; 2 K 9:22 

c) Tried to kill Elijah (1 K 19:1-2) 

2. Letting her “prophetic teaching” stand without challenge, thus seducing the 

Lord’s own servants.  What was this doctrine? 

a) That it didn’t matter to the Lord if a Christian worshipped and praised 

and served another god. 

b) That what you do sexually is of no real consequence to God or your 

own spirit. 

c) That by entering the pagan covenant meals and living in their spiritual 

and physical immorality this somehow put one in touch with “the deep 

things of Satan.”   

 



3. Idolatry and immorality almost always went together. 

a) Immorality is an expression of idolatry in itself.  Monogamy and 

fidelity are a reflection of the radical and intimate unity of the trinity and 

God’s eternal reality of love/ covenant keeping with his redeemed people.   

b) Where there is immorality, there is idolatry behind it. 

4. This is not simply a behavior, but a “prophetic” teaching about a behavior.  

There is a difference. This is cultic theology, not simply temptation. 

 

D. What he threatens: Personal physical intervention 

1. He gave her time to repent.  Amazing!  But over time it became obvious she 

didn’t want to repent. 

2. Physical sickness (and probably death) for the “Jezebel.” 

3. Great distress for those who refuse to separate themselves from her and her 

teaching. 

 

E. What he promises: A personal share in the coming kingdom. 

1. Shared messianic authority in the next age.  Ps 2 

a) Ruling with the Lord Rev 20:4-6 

2. Shared messianic life forever. The morning star:  

a) Resurrection, the Life of Christ himself. (22:16) 

 

IV. Why is the Lord so serious about this, even to the point of taking people’s lives? 

A. Because idolatry violates the intimate interface between your mind, heart and body 

(deeds).   

1. What you do with your body matters because it represents and affects your 

inner feelings and thoughts.  If you participate in an idol feast or have sex with 

someone (other than your spouse) it affects your spirit and demonstrates that you 

don’t trust the Lord. 

2. 1 Cor 8.  Live Virus idolatry must be rejected because of the connection 

between one’s spirit, body and the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



B. Because idolatry isn’t just “against the rules” it is a denial of ultimate reality: God 

Himself 

1. The material universe and all living things have a personal and dependant 

relationship with God in Christ. Heb 1:3 

2. Sin is idolatry and is simply suicidal to our souls 

3. Idolatry presents in one of two forms 

a) Crass idolatry: 1 Cor 10:1-21 

(1) Where people are self-consciously aware of worship – as 

religious worship. 

(2) This isn’t just visiting a museum of ancient religions.  People 

actually believed these deities did something for them. 

b) Refined idolatry: Col 3:5 

(1) Where the worshipper is not self-aware regarding the fact that 

they are worshipping an idol.  They think what they are doing is 

OK. 

(2) Something other than God from this age (a thing, a person, an 

activity, self, etc) has become the functional savior for them and 

the proof is in their behavior – it rejects God’s instruction. 

(3) The problem is not seeing the idolatry for what it is. 

4. In both cases the problem is that we reject the Lord as the Lord.  We reject the 

first commandment before we violate any others. 

C. Because idolatry is a strike against the Lord who loved you so much that he died for 

you to deliver you from it. 

1. He died to deliver us from slavery to the earth and the doom that comes with 

that slavery. 1 Cor 6:9-11 

a) He gave us his life and mind so we could reject all forms of idolatry 

and sin.  To go back to the evil is horrible.   

b) Note that Paul does not base their security on their ability to obey, but 

bases his exhortation on what Christ has done for them already.  He has 

cleansed, washed, transformed them from the inside out. 

2. All religion other than Christianity is superstition: manipulation of reality for 

our own benefit. 

 


