
Revelation #8 

Message to Sardis 

Revelation 3:1-6 

Dead Faith 

 

I. What sort of love would the Lord have for us if he didn’t “meddle” with our lives and call us 

into account?  

II. Things to note about these messages from Jesus to the churches in Revelation. 

A. They look like performance reviews. 

1. But they are not, they are heart examinations. 

B. They look like he’s being critical. 

1. But they are based on his grace and sacrificial love for us. 1:17 

2. Correction is gracious and beneficial. Tough love.  Heb 12  

3. The kingdom and Spirit in you are deadly serious eternal things. Walking with 

the Lord is not a game or a hobby.  He is more serious about it than we are and 

for good reason. 

III. Sardis, the City 

A. Wealthy, pagan, glorious past. 

B. In the 6th century BC it was one of the most powerful cities in the world. 

C. A citadel sat 1500 feet above the plain, almost impregnable. 

IV. Sardis, The message: 

A. The one with the Sovereignty (seven stars in his hand) and the Spirit’s Ministry 

(seven fold ministry of the Holy Spirit) 

1. The Spirit is Christ’s Spirit.  The Third Person is the life of the Second Person 

and the First Person. 

2. The churches are in his sovereign hand. 

a) Some things appear random, but are not. 

B. I know (oida) your works.  Deep insight into why you do what you do, and why you 

do not do what you do not do.   

1. This “insight” idea is clear because the next line indicates that the Lord is 

looking into the hearts (where there is “deadness”) rather than just at the outward 

acts and reputation. 

2. We do not always have this insight.  We often do things and hide the reasons 

for them, even from ourselves.  

C. You have a reputation (name) of being alive, but you are really dead. 

1. A metaphor for … what?  You look a lot more faithful than you are. 

2. He must mean that they are thought to be trusting and loyal to the Lord, but in 

fact, inside, they are not trusting Him, and the result is that they are not loyal to 

him.  

3. Real trust and loyalty always go together Jn 3:20-21 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Wake up and strengthen what remains that is almost dead, because you’re not done 

with what I have designed for you. 

1. Eph 2:8-10.  There are works that God has designed for us, but we need to pay 

attention to our lives to respond in Him.   

a) Phil 2:12-13 

b) God doesn’t tell us ahead about the things he intends to walk us 

through. 

 

E. Remember what you received and heard.  Hold on to that and repent.   

1. Something deliberate to do on the inside.   

2. Use your mind to recall the truth of who Jesus Christ really is and what he has 

given you in the gospel. 

 

F. Some of you do not have soiled garments.  

1. Soiled garments: A metaphor for living in the idolatry and immorality of the 

era (as the context of all these messages indicates). 

 

G. Those who overcome will be eternally safe with me. 

1. Overcoming = trusting the Lord through it all. 

 

V. Dead Faith.  Five things to note: 

A. What is it?  Nominal Faith (in name only) 

1. Their faith is asleep and it might as well be dead. 

2. Faith that doesn’t affect any other aspect of thought, emotions, actions. No 

feeling for him, sense of his purposes, appreciation for him, desire to get close to 

him or serve him. 

 

B. What’s the problem with it? 

1. It’s unfulfilled and unfulfilling to you and the Lord. 

a) Works not fulfilled: playroma = not fulfilled, total, complete. 

b) Nominal faith isn’t getting us or our world further in the knowledge of 

God.  

c) Nominal faith isn’t getting you existentially deeper in the Lord, which 

is where the greatest personal joy is. 

2. It’s not a reflection of reality. 

a) Jesus is not the “nominal” lord of the universe, he is the real thing.   

b) He is not a mascot, but an active sovereign. 

3. It’s not self-assuring.  (Looks like false faith) 

a) Because there is no discernable difference between a nominal 

Christian and a non-Christian there is no assurance of real faith. 

b) Real faith is a permanent gift from God that you will live in even if 

you go through a time of rebellion. 

c) False faith is “saying” you believe without really believing.  Jas 2:14 

(nominal); Matt 7:21-23 (superstitious); 1 Cor 15:2 (vain/ without reality) 

 



C. How does it happen?  

1. It gets sleepy. Hypnotized? Fixated on something else? 

a) Other things choke it out, take the nutrients. Lk 8:14 

2. It gets atrophied.  Like muscles long out of use. 

a) From lack of use. 

3. Which means stress and trauma actually keep you awake and growing in 

Christ.  Jas 1:1-4 

a) Interestingly, stress and trouble are the best exercises for faith (Jas 1:1-

4) 

 

D. What does it lead to?  Dirty Garments. Idolatry and disloyalty to the Lord. 

1. Dirty garments:  

a) A metaphor for idolatry and the life that demonstrates it.  Like white 

garments are a metaphor for true trust in the Lord and life that 

demonstrates that. 

2. Idolatry = Another functional lord. Mtt 6:24. 

a) You do have a “lord” of some sort.  If it’s not Jesus, it is something or 

somebody else.  Career, marriage, romance, prestige, money, politics, 

whatever turns your real crank and makes you feel that life is worth living.  

That is your god. 

b) Living as though there were another reason for life and living besides 

the Lord and His Kingdom. 

c) In these Asian cities that meant Roman idolatry and immorality. 

 

E. What can we do about it?  Preach and remember the gospel 

1. Hear the warning. (Wake up) Ask the tough question of yourself 

a) Is my faith alive/ awake?  Is it about the Lord first? 

b) Is all my faith in the past?  Is it the memory of faith, or is it active faith 

today?   

c) All the warnings of scripture are designed for people with “ears” who 

will always listen and respond to these warnings and thus be preserved 

against eternal destruction because they will trust the Lord to the end by 

His grace. 

 

2. Remember what you received and heard.  Back to the Cross. 

a) It is not a re-upping of effort to serve with better works. 

b) This is a deep internal “re-membering” of their original gift from 

God. 

c) He’s to blame for your sins.  Gal 3:13; 2 Cor 5:21.  

(1) God didn’t “pretend” that Jesus was to blame for your sins, he 

really blamed him. 

(2) Transformation happens in a person when they realize that 

Jesus really was blamed for all their sins.   

(3) A radically free introduction into eternal life and endless 

Reality. 



d) You are a new creature in Him. 2 Cor 5:17ff 

(1) That is why you can live a life in white, because you are really 

cleansed. 

(2) Transformation occurs when you get that you are not the old 

person, but the new one. 

e) Two sorts of people in church and neither of them get this. 

(1) Those who don’t feel guilty, but it’s because they really believe 

they haven’t done that much that is that bad.  Good Church People.  

They talk about grace, but don’t feel it because they don’t feel very 

guilty in the first place. 

(2) Those who do feel guilty all the time (and pretend not to for 

reputation sake) because they don’t really think Jesus took the real 

blame for them.  They think they are still “really” to blame, but 

they try to believe that Romans 8:1-2 is still true.  But they don’t 

feel it at all. 

 

3. Rejoice in your security in Him. Your name will never be blotted out of His 

book. 

a) This is not a threat; it is a promise for true believers. 

b) These are the same as the sheep Jesus refers to in John 10:27-30, who 

are his and who hear his voice and are in his hand.   

c) They are the same ones Paul refers to in Romans 8:28-39 who are 

predestined and foreknown. 

d) He does not say that he will blot people’s names out if they do not 

obey.  He says that he will not blot them out if the ones with ears conquer.   

e) He is talking about his real sheep, whose names are written in heaven.  

They will not be rejected, because they will hear this warning and respond 

with faith and trust and repentance.   

4. So the question is not “can a Christian be rejected by Christ?”  But, “Am I a 

real Christian?”   

a) This is a good question that Paul and James and John all encourage 

people to ask themselves (1 Cor 15:2; Jas 2:14; 1 John 2:19).  Apostasy 

and disloyalty are indicators that a person isn’t a real Christian. 

b) Do you hear the warnings?  Does His voice ring in your heart? 


