
Revelation #9 

Message to Philadelphia 

Revelation 3:7-13 

The Shepherd and the Door 

 

I. Psalm 23.  The Shepherd: Personal, Providential, Protective 

II. John 10:1-18.  The Shepherd 

III. Revelation 3: 7-13.  Philadelphia church:  

IV. The Lord who opens.  

A. I have the key of David = the keys of God’s kingdom. 

1. The holy, true one, the one with the key of David, who opens and noe one will 

shut, and opens and no one opens.  Isa 22:22.   

2. The keys to the kingdom.  Ultimate reality. 

B. I know your works:  

1. the thoughts, words and deeds of your life, along with all the internal 

motivations.   

2. Perfect knowledge of you from the inside out. 

V. The Christian who receives: 

A. Access not based on their efforts, but on His opening the door. 7-8 

1. I have opened the door for you and nobody can shut it on you. 

B. Vindication not based on their human lineage, but on their adoption. 8-9 

1. You are my covenant people and I love you.   

a) Everybody will know this. 

2. Christians are not Jewish, but are adopted in the Jewish Messiah because His 

Spirit enters them and circumcises their hearts, bringing them into eternal 

covenant with God.  Rom 8:12-17; Gal 4:1-7 

3. Messiah Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel’s promises, to which Israel itself will 

be grafted back in at the end (Rom 11). 

4. Jewishness apart from the Jewish Messiah is no better than paganism. 

a) Which means that all other religions and philosophies on earth are 

essentially pagan and false. 

b) Jn 14:6.  Jesus Christ is the only way. 

 



C. Deliverance not based on their productivity, but on their faith. 8b, 10 

1. You have little power but you have kept my word and not denied my name.  

(social clout is so important to us) 

a) The little power refers to social standing, clout, not a rebuke for not 

being “powerful enough.” 

b) Kept his word. living in the truth of the gospel, that Jesus Christ is the 

real lord of the universe right now and that his word is the defining power 

of that universe. 

c) Not denied my name. you have not succumbed to the competing gods, 

the idolatries of the world system. 

2. Because you have kept my word about persevering patiently … I will keep 

you from the hour of testing. 10 

a) Greek phrase may be interpreted as “preserved from the effect of” 

(kept, Jn 17:15) or “preserved from the experience of (as in removed).”  It 

is not conclusive for either the pre or post trib positions.  Both claim it.  

3. I will be there soon, so keep trusting me (hold fast) against the assaults against 

your faith. 

D. Inheritance not based on the size of their faith, but on the amount of his love. 12.  

(Eph 2:7-8) 

1. It doesn’t take big faith, just genuine faith.  A mustard seed. 

a) Last week we talked about nominal faith = faith that has no real 

confidence or love toward the Lord or his word. 

b) Small genuine faith is alive and therefore resilient and productive.  

Small seeds make big trees. 

2. A permenant and precious place in God’s new world (pillar). 

3. A glorious new idenity: God’s name, membership name in his city, Christ’s 

personal name. 

VI. His Love based not on sentiment alone, but on effective sacrifice – The Good Shepherd 

gives his life:  

A. That is why nobody can close the door on you. 

B.  loves you so much that he died for you before you came. 

C. What other religious messagae has this personal, sacrificial, eternal, promising, vow-

taking reality at the heart of it?  None.  Only the gospel. You simply must trust Him. 


