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The Despondent Servant, part 1

Isaiah 49:1-6
Servant Oracle #2 part 1

I. Luke 24:25-27; 44-47.  Despondent Disciples challenged by Jesus.
A. The whole Bible is about Jesus Christ and his work.  

1. Which means that the whole Bible is about the Gospel
B. Not everything we know about Jesus is learned in the NT.   

1. NT writers quoted from all over the OT, all pointing to Christ.
C. The OT must be read through Christ or it will be misinterpreted  

1. The Pharisees knew the OT better than we, but didn’t know Christ
D. The servant oracles in Isaiah reveal Christ’s character and ministry.  

1. Servant Oracles:  42:1-9; 49:1-13; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12.
II. Five Things About The Servant.  Isa. 49:1-6.

A. His identity was predestined.
1. Called before he was born. (NIV) 1  

a) The eternal Son was incarnated (the body of my mother) 
2. Predestined for this ministry.  

a) He was foreknown, but has appeared. 1 Peter 1:20-21.  
b) His death was planned by the Father. Acts 2:22-23. 
c) Paul saw himself called this way, too Gal 1:15-16.
d) Paul taught his converts that they, too, were called before they were born. 

Eph.1:1-6.2:6-7
3. There is a plan that is in play and it will turn out well.  

a) The hopelessness of this world can and will be healed in Christ
4. When you come to Christ, you entered that plan as God intended  

a) God has created work for us to finish. Eph. 2:8-10.
b) Christian!  God loved you before you loved him. Whatever is happening in  

your life is part of his plan and will be redeemed.
5. If predestination doesn’t comfort you, you’re missing the point and over thinking it   

philosophically.
B. His weapon is his Word. 2

1. The Word of Christ is the message he brings about himself—the gospel.  
a) Rom.1:16.    The gospel is the power of God to save anybody.
b) Simply mentioning Jesus in a conversation gets attention

2. Sword: He actually is the Word. (Jn.1:1-5)  
a) Mouth like a sharp sword. (Rev.1:16)
b) The sword of the Spirit, the Word of God (the gospel)

3. Arrow: a sharp instrument prepared for a specific purpose: 2  
4. His Word (the gospel) is still the Sword of the Spirit that we use. Eph.6:17



C. His ministry is to fulfill the work of Israel. 3
a) You are Israel?  The nation?   

(1) No, because later the Servant brings Israel (Jacob) back to God
b) Who then?  Messiah is called Israel because He would be the True Israelite, the   

Branch, The Vine, The Servant.
(1) Matt.5:17.  I have come to fulfill the Law and Prophets
(2) Matt 2:15/ Hosea 11:1. He is Israel, the Son called from Egypt.
(3) John 15:1-5.  He is the True Vine, a parable of Israel. Isa 5:1-7

c) Which means Jesus is the Ultimate Faithful Human, the one and only human   
that can and does mediate God to us and us to God.
(1) Which means you don’t get close to God by acting Jewish, but by coming 

to Messiah, who has fulfilled the Law.
(a) Stay away from groups that try to convert you to a Christianized form 

of Judaism, with dietary laws, holy days, etc. Col.2:16-23
D. His life felt like a failure. 4.

1. He felt despondent.  I have toiled in vain.  
a) Jesus cried, quoting Ps.22:1, Why have you forsaken me?
b) A failure by every measurement in this age.  

(1) Only 120 confused friends in upper room. Rejected by all the “important” 
people?

2. Yet, he does not base his evaluation on his feelings.  He still trusted the Father.   “It 
Is Finished.” Jn. 19:30
a) My justice (ESV right) and recompense is with the Father
b) He trusts his Father in the midst of his pain and confusion.

3. A central paradox of thinking like Jesus is to feel terrible while still trusting that  
God is at work.
a) We feel faithless for feeling despondent, but the two may often go together. 

The emotions do not run the final show.
E. Yet—His death saves the whole world. 5-6

1. Israel and the Gentiles reconciled to God.  
a) The universe, not just Israel, will be regenerated.

2. Through the Person of Christ.  
a) Verse 6b. Literal translation: I have appointed you … to be my salvation to the 

ends of the earth.” 
b) Jesus doesn’t just explain salvation, He is salvation.

(1) I am the Way, Truth, and Life, the only way to the Father. Jn.14:6.
(2) I am the resurrection and the life. Jn.11:25

III. How can his death reconcile the world to God? 2 Cor.5:21
A. By being a real representative—by taking all the blame, and bestowing all the  

obedience on anyone who repents and believes in him.
IV. What does this mean for us?  His life completely redeems our life.

This means that his work on our behalf overwrites our evil deeds with his obedient  
ones. Like loading an update over an old program.
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