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The Servant Oracles #5

Isaiah 53 
Suffering Servant part 1

I. John 12:36-43.
A. Strategic hiding. 36  

1. There’s a time for the Lord to play hard-to-get
B. Apparent Failure. 37  

1. They would not believe (yet)
2. Even though there was “sign” evidence

C. Planned Frustration. 38-40  
1. Isaiah 53:1 and Isa 6:10

D. Ultimate Glory. 41  
1. Isaiah saw glory coming.

II. God’s plan has always had this counterintuitive character. Isa. 52:13-53:12. 
A. Most famous of the four servant songs.
B. Clearly must be Jesus. Jn.12:38

III. First half today: 52:13-53:6.  4 counterintuitive elements of Christ’s ministry and ours.
A. The Wisdom of Suffering. 52:13-15. (Counterintuitive because we see no virtue in our suffering)

1. He acts wisely and gets it done.  
a) Acts wisely (NIV) (Prudently KJV) (NAS = prospers).  13  
b) Sakal = be successful by acting wisely, prudently, circumspectly.  Practical wisdom with an 

end in mind.  Getting it done.
2. Yet suffers as part of the wisdom. 14  

a) Mishchath = disfigured, marred
b) Beyond recognition as being human!
c) People astonished! 

3. This is utterly baffling to us Americans.  
a) Choosing to suffer is unheard-of in our culture.

4. It is wise to submit to unjust suffering for a greater end.  
a) Yes. 1 P 2:18-25

5. It is to our advantage to suffer dark times as a Christian.  
a) Yes.  Jas.1:1-4

B. The Glory of being Ordinary. 53:1-3. (counterintuitive because we only see value and validation 
in being extraordinary)
1. The message must be   revealed   in order to be   known  .  v.1. Why??  

a) And most people don’t get it!  Who gets it Lord?
b) God’s power must be revealed in order to be responded to.

2. Because Messiah is totally “unlikely”.    Too normal  !  2-3  
a) Unpretentious beginnings.  2a  

(1) Tender shoot, out of dry ground
b) Unattractive appearance.  2b  

(1) Is it wrong to be attractive? No, but it may be dangerous.
c) Unenviable life.  3  

(1) Despised, forsaken
(2) Steeped in sorrow, grief.  
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(a) Words mean physical and emotional pain
(3) Thought to be worthless (by most of the world)

d) How important is it to be thought important? Hip? Cool?
e) How often do we evaluate our walk with God by how we feel about ourself?

(1) Feel useless for not being extraordinary?
f) Is it possible to feel horrible and be absolutely right with God?  Of course.

3. And our sin is worse than we thought.  
a) Which is why somebody else needs to save us

C. The Pain of Personal Grace. 4-6 (Counterintuitive because we do not see grace as an expensive 
virtue.  We think it should be painless)
1. He came to lift all the results of our sin: guilt, shame, grief, sickness, death and condemnation.   4-6

a) He completely identified with us, permanently.  
(1) The mystical union of Christ with those who trust Him is a connection in their spirits or  

souls that in our dimension is not possible, but God dwells in a dimension where more 
than one individual person may share the same spirit/ essence.

b) He thoroughly experienced our guilt, grief, shame and punishment, personally.  
(1) Totally takes the blame. Totally feels the pain.
(2) This is not pretending to take your blame, it is really taking it. There’s no blame left for  

you to take.
(3) If that doesn’t turn your crank either

(a) You don’t really understand or believe it
(b) You don’t know how bad your sin really is

2. Why? Because we are a lot worse than we want to believe. 6  
a) In order to experience forgiveness as relief, we must understand the depth of our sin. If we 

think we can lift the weight, we will not let it down on him.
3. When we forgive or serve in any way it costs us something, sometimes almost everything.  

a) All forgiveness costs us, emotionally absorbing the offense
b) All ministry costs us, time, effort, finances

D. The Promise of Future Joy. 52:13 (Counterintuitive because it seems too good to be true; we 
don’t believe in happy endings, even though we crave them)
1. My servant will succeed.   Think like Jesus, look forward. Matt.19:28.  

a) This knowledge and confidence in God the Father to accomplish the victory through the Son 
is what kept Christ going.

b) This is living by faith rather than by sight (feeling)—looking through the present darkness  
and into the next age.

2. The Servant will share his glory with us.   Eph.2:4-7  

IV. The gospel is the ultimate and only happy ending.  The universe does live happily ever after because 
the evil has been absorbed by the Lord.  Will you be a part of that?  
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