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Ultimate Truth 

Talk #2 Summer Bible Conference, TCF, August 2005 

Instructor, Rick Booye, Sr. Pastor, Trail Fellowship 

Postmodernism  

 

Brief review of last night 

I. Humanity has always wondered about the Big Questions of Truth and Reality. 

A. On a theoretical level:  What is Ultimate Truth or Reality? 

B. On a practical level:   

1. Origins: Where did I come from? 

2. Destiny: Where am I going? 

3. Meaning:  Why am I here? 

4. Morality: What is right and wrong? 

II. A brief history of Truth and Knowledge in the West.   

A. Pre-modernism: From Antiquity roughly to the 18th century.  “God (personal, 

multiple, impersonal) supplies Order. The Cosmos mystifies us.  There must be Some 

One or Some Thing out there and if we pay attention, we can understand Him, Them, 

or It.” 

1. Ultimate Truth and Knowledge are available and desirable in conjunction with 

the metaphysical or the supernatural.  (There is probably something going on that 

we can’t see) 

a) Truth was considered to be that which corresponded with reality.  

b) Knowledge of truth and reality was considered possible, but generally 

dependant either on some form of revelation or on theoretical thought. 

2. The Universe was considered Open. Wide Open. 

3. Christian Theism generally reigned in Western Europe from the 5th to the 17th 

century. 

4. But Premodernism with its “Too Open” universe spawned a huge amount of 

superstition. 

B. Modernism: roughly 18th into the 20th century.   “We can find Order without 

God.  The Cosmos interests us.  There must be some Big Concepts out there that we 

can find without God’s help.” 

1. Ultimate Truth and Knowledge are available and desirable, but without 

metaphysics or the supernatural (the Christian God). 

a) Truth was considered to be that which corresponded with reality.  

b) Knowledge of truth and reality was considered possible, but absolutely not 

dependant on revelation. 

c) The human intellect, without God’s grace, is capable of the “God’s eye 

view” of reality.  Able to see it all. 

2. The Universe came to be thought of as “Closed.” 

3. Four Main Characteristics of Modernism: 

a) Rationalism.   

b) Empiricism.    

c) Foundationalism.   

d) Skepticism.   
 

4. Note that the main characteristic is that Ultimate Truth could and should be 

found by human thought without God in it. It’s all about thinking without God. 
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5. Three Authors of Enlightenment Skepticism:  The Enlightenment 

Thinkers.  “Enlightenment Rationalism” 

 

a) Rene Descartes. 1596 – 1650.  French philosopher, scientist and 

mathematician.  Sometimes called the father of modern philosophy.  A 

Christian Theist.  Doubted everything he could not rationally prove. 

b) David Hume. 1711 – 1776.  Scottish philosopher, non-theist, skeptic.  

Doubted everything he could not empirically demonstrate 

c) Immanuel Kant.  1724 – 1804 .  German philosopher and skeptic.  

Doubted that humans could acquire any real, non-empirical knowledge at all,  

picked up where Hume left off.  (this is where we are today in 

postmodernism) 

d) Nihilism/ Existentialism.  “God is dead.”  Late 19th and all of 20th century  

6. Modernism was seen as a complete failure by the end of WWII. 

a) It had not produced what they thought it would – certainty and progress. 

7. But it had  abandoned the idea that knowledge of ultimate Truth was 

possible – and God was now out of the question.   
 

III. Postmodernism: 1980 -- ?  “Well, we didn’t need _____________ anyway.  

_________________________.  Who cares about the Cosmos?  Modernism tried to 

straighten us out and almost killed all of us.  We need to stop trying to figure out 

__________________________ and just pull together in our ____________________.  

There are lots of ____________________ out there and we should honor them all 

because the ______________________ is that there is no 

__________________________________________________”  
 

 

A. It is a _________________________________________________ – a movement 

in mass feeling and general world-view which is articulated by several key literary 

and philosophical thinkers: (Jacques Derrida, Richard Rorty, Michel Foucault, 

Stanley Fish, and others).   

1. The term does not originate from philosophy or science, but from 

______________________________________  (Though it now carries 

philosophical weight).   

 

 

IV. Characteristics: A Postmodern Profile. 
 

A. _____________________________: Ultimate Truth and Knowledge are 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

1. The unaided human intellect as still the only source of knowledge – but it 

doesn’t get us anywhere important!  
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2. Not ________________________ because the Kantian Divide can’t be crossed 

a) Like Modernism (enlightenment rationalism), Postmodernism begins not 

with God’s knowledge but with man’s. 
 

b) But unlike early modernism, it comes to the conclusion that universal 

knowledge and certainty about truth are impossible.  Nothing important can 

be known for sure. 
 

3. Truth is ________________________________________________________.  

a) Because reality is out of reach, Truth (which we can’t live without) must be 

re-defined (re-invented?).  Instead of corresponding to reality, truth now 

simply needs to “cohere within itself.”  (coherence rather than 

correspondence).  And there may be more than one truth at a time on the same 

subject. 

b) Not because truth and reality might not exist, but because they cannot be 

known to exist.   

c) Radical postmoderns don’t trust ______________________ because they 

believe it simply is an extension of our own perceptions – a sort of game we 

play to shape reality the way we want it. 
 

d) They don’t like _________________________________ because it seems 

to lead to some form of certainty, which they have already decided cannot be. 
 

(1) The Truth is _____________________________________. 
 

(2) And even if it is, _____________________________________. 
 

e) Following Kant’s break between the phenomenal and the noumenal realm, 

but not following Kant’s moral argument for God’s existence, which he 

postulated as the only means of establishing society on earth.   
 

f) Truth is arrived at by __________________________________________.  

 

 

4. Not ______________________________ because when people “think they are 

right” about ultimate truth, they become _____________________________.  

Claims to Truth are Oppressive and power-oriented. 

a) To claim that one has the real truth and that others are in error is seen as not 

only politically incorrect, but as automatically erroneous – because everybody 

pretty much knows that we’ve been searching for truth on our own for 

centuries and haven’t found it. 

b) Note:  The idea that the social sciences are the key to understanding 

humanity is the reigning concept even among Christians.  Social sciences 

observe, catalogue, analyze, predict (with the accuracy of the average weather 

report) and generally shape our understanding of ourselves and our culture.  

But are they about Truth?  Do they give direction, a compass heading?  

Statistical Morality (R. C. Sproul’s term) is the idea that something is morally 

right because we have discovered through social sciences (or through a poll) 

that most people do it.  Is that the gauge we want to use to determine our 

character and destiny – the lowest common denominator?   
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B. The universe is closed with regard to ___________________, but strangely 

open with regard to __________________________________________. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Virtue is found in three social concepts:  
 

1.  __________________________. 

a) This is seen as an unqualified virtue because it adds to the societal matrix of 

“knowledge” that we use.  Truth is socially constructed, so the broader the 

base of diversity, the better our chances of achieving peace and harmony. 
 

 

 

 

 

2. ____________________________  

a) Moral freedom to choose what you believe will represent truth – whether or 

not it actually corresponds to reality or any higher moral law.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. _________________________.  (two sorts) 

a) Empirical Pluralism (plurality)  
 

 

 

 

 

b) Philosophical (Religious) Pluralism. 
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c) One of Two ideas about Religious/ Philosophical Pluralism: 

(1) Religious/ philosophical differences ___________________ because 

they are not “facts”   

 

 

 

(2) That they _______________________________, but they all point to 

one great religious truth which each of them apprehends only in part 

(Protestant Liberal Religious Pluralism , John Hick).   

 

 

V. Three Common Emphases in Modernism and Postmodernism: Rom. 1:18-23 
 

A. _______________________ – we can be a law for ourselves. 
 

 

 

 

 

B. Opposition to ____________________________________. “We don’t want to 

know …” 

1. Modernism started out confident that human intellect could produce reliable 

knowledge without God, and ended up in the Kantian Divide, rejecting the 

knowledge of anything they couldn’t empirically verify – especially knowledge of 

God. 

2. Postmodernism retained modernism’s idea that empirical knowledge was all 

that counted, but came to the conclusion that empirical knowledge was not 

counting for much after all.  In other words, knowledge is so limited in 

effectiveness that we might as well just make stuff up. 

3. This is not primarily about the theoretical possibility of God’s existence, but 

more about whether anyone can really know if God exists.   
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C. __________________________________________.  It all starts with Me, the 

Subject, and becomes completely circular. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The purpose of Truth and Knowledge must be higher than my perceptions and 

internal feelings. “You have your truth and I have mine” only has “meaning” as 

long as all “meaning” is about how I feel and perceive things.  In other words, 

religion is only as “meaningful” or as “true” as it makes me feel good and 

spiritual.   
 


