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John 11:55-12:11 The 

Anointing of the King 

I. Background. Early Spring 30AD 
A. Tension and expectation are high because of Jesus. 11:54ff 

1. The last two feasts were controversial because of Jesus 
2. Jesus has been doing miracles and teaching about the kingdom for 3.5 years 
3. Lazarus had been raised from the dead weeks before and this electrified the nation. 

B. Passover was at hand. 11:55-57 (the last real Passover of the Old Covenant) 
1. People wondered about Jesus. 
2. Leaders plotted against him. 

II. The Anointing at Bethany. 12:1-11 
A. A specific moment. Six days before Passover.1 

1. At Bethany, possibly at Mary and Martha’s place. 
2. Saturday evening after Sabbath. Evening before “Palm Sunday.”  

B. A special meal.2 
1. Honor of Jesus and highlighting Lazarus. 
2. Reclining around a low table, Martha serving. 

C. A stunning deed of worship. Mary. 3 
1. The drama of it. 

a) The aroma was super strong, filling the house. 
2. The expense of it.  

a) A whole pound, a year’s wages.  
b) Usually applied one drop at a time, just a dab. 

3. The intimacy of it. Her hair!  
a) She didn’t much care what the others thought 

D. A faithless criticism. Judas. 4-6 
1. Implication against Mary and indirectly against Jesus. 
2. Note: it was common for Jesus’s group to give to the poor. 

E. A corrective rebuke. 7-8 
1. He is thinking about his death and resurrection… 

III. The Plot Hardens. 12:9-11 
A. Lazarus’s testimony brought him into the same stress as Jesus… 
B. The chief priests (Sadducees) had to bury the evidence of Jesus’ power. 

1. Paul talked about suppressing the truth Rom.1:18 



  

 
IV. Five types of people in regard to Jesus here. 

A. The angry ones. Jewish leaders. 
1. Thinking about their position in the world. 
2. Determined to kill Jesus because they were convinced that he was a demonic deceiver and a dangerous 
political liability. 

B. The curious ones. Jewish common people. 
1. Thinking about Jesus, but in a casual way, just one of many things they were thinking. 
2. Interested in what Jesus was going to do next, but not at all committed to him. 

C. The fascinated ones. Almost believers. 11:45 
1. Thinking about beginning to believe that he was Messiah, but based on their own idea of what Messiah was to be. 
(2:23-24) 
2. It is possible to be impressed and fascinated with Jesus, but not come all the way into his actual lordship. 
To like him and like the idea of him and agree with some of what he says…but not release yourself 
completely to him. 

D. The fake one. Judas 
1. Judas is thinking about how much he disagrees with everything. 

a) Matt 26:14. Judas makes his deal right after this. 
2. Ironically called a disciple, and yet not trusting Jesus deeply at all. 

E. The genuine one. Mary 
1. She was only thinking about Jesus, who he is and what he had done. So impressed with Jesus as Messiah that cost of 
discipleship/worship simply didn’t enter into her thinking. 
2. He had defeated death in her own brother and she saw it. From that moment here devotion to the Lord 
became priceless. 
3. No thought for her own gain, only for honoring the Lord. 

 
V. Three things we should think... 

A. Unbelief is a decision, not a conclusion. 
1. There was ample evidence for who Jesus was, especially Lazarus. 
2. The angry ones close their minds to the possibility of Jesus as Messiah for political and personal reasons. 

a) They aren’t really thinking about God, even though they “work for him.”  
3. The fake one never was a true believer. Jn.6:70, 1 Jn.2:19 

a) Never was a genuine disciple.  
B. Suspended faith is a temporary experience, not a permanent position. 

1. These people retain autonomy, the right to reject or disagree with the Lord, but this cannot sustain indefinitely.  
2. The neutrally curious and the fascinated will be forced eventually to make up their minds 
3. Agnosticism is sort of a refuge for people who are afraid to think too deeply on the subject. 

C. Saving faith is a complete release, not an optional partnership. 
1. Mary represents these people, for whom worship is a spontaneous and sacrificial response to the grace of God.  
2. The few genuine disciples trusted Jesus implicitly, even when they did not understand what he was doing 
or saying. Jn.6:68 
3. Mary obviously held nothing back. Her brother’s new life was all she needed to worship Jesus. 
4. The other disciples received the Lord’s correction (apparently) and demonstrated that they would trust 
the Lord’s judgment. 
5. For these people everything is about Jesus and his purposes are more important than their own. 
6. Please do in me what you did in Lazarus—bring me back from the dead. Eph.2 
 


